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Data Visuals!
“Data is a precious thing and will last longer than systems
themselves.”
-

Tim Berners-Lee

Introduction
As the first module within the specialized Data Visualization curriculum, this module serves
as an introduction to creating visualizations using Flourish. The students will get a good idea
of what’s expected of them, as well as what they can expect of the class throughout the
rest of the year.

Objectives
1. Students will gain an understanding on the importance of visualizations
2. Students will be introduced to Flourish Studio.

Agenda
1. Flourish Setup and Demonstration
2. Time to Create and Share!

Facilitation Notes
1.

Make sure to help the students use Flourish. There are many graph types presented which
can be overwhelming at first, but starting with a predetermined data set and graph type
can help students build confidence.

Activities
Setting Up Flourish (7 minutes)
Purpose:
Set up a personalized accounts using school emails to get started with Flourish
Materials:
Flourish Website
IMSA Email
Directions:
1. Go to the Flourish homepage and click sign up
2. Select sign up with email and input prompted information
3. When the screen comes to select company, skip and enter studio directly

Making a Line Graph in Flourish (10 minutes)
Purpose:
Gives students a basic understanding of how to sort through data in Flourish and creat a
simple line chart
Materials:
England Bird Dataset
Directions:
1. Click on new visualization once in Flourish
2. Under starting points, click on line chart
3. Select data and upload england bird dataset

4. Delete rows 1-14 by selecting the rows, right clicking, then delete rows
5. Select the correct columns in the values section to achieve desired graph

6. Give a sensible title to each row
7. One Possible End Result:

Making a Basic Map Graph in Flourish (10 minutes)

Purpose:
Teach students how to use Flourish for more difficult maps
Materials:
Flourish
World Potato Exports Dataset
Directions:
1. Select new visualization and scroll down to click world map
2. Select points tab in data and import dataset

3. Assign correct roles to each of the columns
4. Play around with points layer primarily and other settings to achieve desired graph
5. One possible example:

Visualization Assignment (20 minutes)
Purpose:
Familiarize students with use of Flourish and practice creating embedded visualizations.
Materials:
Flourish
Candy.csv dataset
Directions:
1. Give students the dataset near the end of class with the instructions for them to create the
best visualization they can before the next class period.
2. Students will upload pictures of their visualizations to a Padlet during the next module and
share if they thought theirs was truly spectacular.
3. Send students a link to the instructions document, just in case the students need more
clarification: Instructions Document.
4. Provide the students with the remainder of the module (~15 minutes) to work on their
visualizations.

